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CSOTTER'S PRACTICAL GUIDE

to

LIVERY GARMENTS, &c.

INTRODUCTION.

In treating of Livery Garments, it will be well if, at
the ‘etarl, we get a eorrect definition of) what hivery s,
The dictionary explaing it g follows:

CLIVERY.—That wlhicli s delivered out’ statedly,
as elothing, food, otes, espocially the peculise dross By
which the servants of a household are distinguizhed ;
peciliar dress appropriated by any hody of person=z to
thoir own use ; company of those wearing such a garh |
any characteristic dress or outward appedirance; an
Allowanee statedly given out; v.tl, to clothe in livery.”

Liveries are of very auneient origin, When the
ancient Greeks vsed that pithy saying, " The dress shows
the man,” they intended it o econvey that it proelaimed
his soeial condition, gquite as mueh as his moral charae-
ter.  The enstom of livery is really derived from the
term “liberata,” or “liberatio,” a term applied to the
dalivery or distribution (made by the Merovingian and
Carlovingian: races) of particular sets of elothes to the
sereants throughout the palace, and at the soversign's
expendt.  In common phrase this was called a “livree,”
and it was ordinarily performed in the plenary courts
of Franee, We also fnd a ferm of similar signification
tegod by the eirly German cmperors.

In the days of chivaley, livery, in the proper sense
of the word, often coversd noble backs; the duke’s son
was page to the prinee, and wore his livery,  The earl’s
second son gerving o duke donned his master's coat and
colounrs,  The knight's sceond son, and the esguire’s son,
joyfually wors the livery of him they served; whilst
many cases aré recorded of the younger brothers of
noblemen serving their elder brother, and weiring with
all humility their older kinsman's coal and badge.

The badge on the arm is distinctly traceable as far
back az Bdward IV., and consists of a cloth or metal
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of the wearver's master. This is only retained by the

few at the present time, such as the fratornity of
Watermen, who wear the " Doggett's Cont and Badge,”
the Lord Mayvor's servants (illustrations of which are
given on our Livery Plate), as weoll as hers and there a
company of firemen, ete.  This mode was at one time
so gencral that when poople desired to apply a proverh
to people lacking the cvdinary appendages, they aaid
* Like a cost without n badge.”

The badge was probably peenliar to England, as it
appears to have excited the curiosity of foreigners in the
time of Quean Elizabotlh.

Lineed cloals were given as livery in the time of
James I For a considerable time, livery was worn by
other common men, besides salaried servants | they were
looked upon as the retainers of him whosz livery they
wore, and their service was that of tho strong hand,
which was ever ready to be raised in bheir master's sor-
viees.  So formidable a body did they bzeome in time,
thati the law at last stopped in, and decided that with-
ot lisense no noble could retain such followers; and
permitted the master to give livery only to his own
household servants, officers, and counsel learned in the
lww. When this low was evaded, as 1t sometimes. was,
the peralty of imprisonment was enforeed, and increased
by fine of £5 per month for every retainer kept withoul
livense,

The Barl of Oxford, nt Heminghnm, on one oceasion
received a visit from Henry VIL, and, in order to do
T hononwr, had a large muster of rotainers specially
for this oeeasion: The King, after thanking him for
his pood cheer and hospitality, said : “T may not en-
dure to have my laws broken in my sight, My attorney
must speak with you.”  The poor Earl was muleted in
the enormous sum of £10,000, for merely putting livery
on the bick of a few score men, contrary to the Statute
of Henry's first Parliament,




