The Cutter’s

Practical Guide

TO CUTTING

Shirts, and Other Undergarments.

The shirt 12 probably the oldest style of garment worn
by eivilised men, forin one form or ather we find it m
the earliest styles of dress of which we have any au
thentic or detailed acconnt,

The Babylonians, the Egyptians, the Greeks and the
Romans all had their tunies or shirts, so that in somo
form the history of this garment may be traced theough
the ages of antiquity, until we have totalled up 5,000
or 6,000 years.

Tt is wot merely an ancient garment, itis an universal
ane, for whilst fashions may come and go as regards
auter elothing, and their styles may be adapted to
elimatic conditions of different countries, yet the shirt,
as the garment that iz worn next to the skin, i= wory
by the inhabitants of all lands, and of all social posi-

tions, Many of the

CLASSICAL REFERERCES

To garments, and which translators have rendered coat,
ought redlly to leave been rendered shirt | bt owing to
a false gense of propriety, they have preferred to call
the garment a coat rather than a ghirt.

Take; for instanee, the Cost of Nessus, which was
gont o5 8 presont to Hercoles after he had lkilled
Nessns, Hearcules wore this next his skin, and it pot-
gomed him, adhering firmly to his skin, so that he died
in fearful agony,

The se-ealled Holy Coat of Troves = really n long,
loose-fitting kind of shirt, and is [ike o modern night
ahirt, cut low at the neck, and with loose sleoves:

ABUSED AND RIDICULED.

Like many other ancient institutions, the shirt has
eome in for its fair ehare of abuse, for, although the
modern man has only been able to modify and adapt
the 51:.']0 of shirt  worn h:.' his ancestors, yit he has
nob hesitated to nse the shafts of ridicule apainst it.
For instance, the poet has told ws in his own beautiful
way, of the Wing's search for happiness, and which his
philosopher told him eonld only be obtained by wear-
ing the shirt of a happy and contented man.  The King
travelled far and wide, and midast the rich he found not
one man happy,  He sought midst the humble and the
lowly, and, after many failures, he at last found a man
who appeared to be, and who professed to be, thor-
oughly happy and coutented.

The King then sought to buy his shirt, but, alas!| he
Henee the suggestion naturally arises thad
the wearing of shirts 18 not cousistent with happiness
and we fear they have been the cause of many men
paing the most emplatic adjectives whon the buttons
linye bisen missing, or the fit has been uncomfortable.

To return to the philosopher's view for a moment, i

hud none,

s not difficult to see the lesson he fried to teach,  The

thing was that the happy man was he who limited s
wants to the barest necessities, and he evidently consid
ored that the shirt was one of the last luxuries g may
wonld congent to do without.



